


From the internationally recognised
Sherwood Forest to the 3,400 acre
Clumber Park, rural
Nottinghamshire is home to some
amazing landmarks and
spectacular scenery. Our mission at
Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue
Service is therefore to ensure that
those people that live in, work in
and visit the countryside are free to
enjoy it safely.

I’m pleased to say that in recent
years the number of rural fires
across Nottinghamshire has
decreased, however recent
incidents have shown just how
devastating rural fires can be for
local people, and their businesses,
and it’s important that we don’t
become complacent. There is still
work to be done in reducing these
incidents further and, ultimately,
making our rural communities safer.

Only by working collaboratively with
our partners can we effectively do
this – which is why we have put
together this binder and why we, as
a Service, are currently working on
a number of joint initiatives with
other agencies to drive down fires
and increase safety in rural areas. 

Throughout the booklet you will find
a wealth of information about what
to do should a fire occur at your
property and how we prepare for
fires in potentially remote rural
areas. You will also find a range of
tips on how to reduce the risk of fire
and arson on farms and what to do
in case of a wildfire.

I hope that you will take the time to
look at the various pages in the
binder, familiarise yourself with the
information and act on the advice
given. By working together we can
massively reduce the risk of fire
hitting you, your family and your
business.

For more rural fire safety visit www.notts-fire.gov.uk

John Buckley
Chief Fire Officer
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Paddy Tipping
Police and Crime Commissioner

Nottinghamshire is one of the most
culturally-rich counties in the
country with a landscape equally as
rich and varied. Whether you live in
the busiest part of the city or in a
remote rural hamlet, you have
every right to feel safe and secure
in your home.

When I took on this role, I promised
to represent everyone who lives,
works, visits or conducts business
in Nottinghamshire and that
remains the case. Much of
Nottinghamshire is rural and each
of these communities has differing
needs and expectations of the
police than those in more densely
populated areas – needs that
deserve to be met. 

Our rural heritage exposes us to
wildlife crime, farm and machinery
theft and vehicle crime - unique
problems that demand a unique
response. All types of rural crime
can have expensive and
devastating consequences on rural
businesses, individuals and the
economy. 

We’re working hard to meet these
pressures through our Special
Constabulary Rural Pro-active
Team. This dedicated team,
working alongside regular 

specialist officers, invests hundreds
of hours into rurally-focused crime
prevention work and intelligence-
led patrols and it’s having a positive
impact. 

I will continue to use my influence
to ensure every corner of
Nottinghamshire gets the support it
needs to combat localised
problems. This means funding
projects which make a difference to
local people and keep crime at bay.
The police can’t tackle rural crime
on its own and we all need to act
smartly and collaboratively to
create a better future. 
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Rural Nottinghamshire covers
a vast and beautiful area of our
county. This section and the
others included in the Rural
Community Safety Guide, are
intended to help people in rural
Nottinghamshire get along with
their day to day business
safely.

However, the large size of the
area East Midlands Ambulance
Service covers provides its
own unique set of challenges
when supporting the people
who live, work and visit here.
We are not always able to be
parked round the corner in the
event of an emergency.

Our section of the guide
provides information that
should be helpful if you find
yourself in a situation where
medical attention is required.

There is also guidance on what
to do in these situations
including advice on when it is
appropriate to call 999, what to
do while waiting for an
ambulance to arrive and how
you can help paramedics when
they arrive at the scene.

By reading this guide you can
familiarise yourself with the
procedures that you should
hopefully never have to put into
action. These actions could be
crucial in saving someone’s life
should you make that phone
call.

We hope that you will never
need our help, but rest assured
that if you do, we will be there
for you.   

Greg Cox

General Manager for
Nottinghamshire, East
Midlands Ambulance Service
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Details of how to best find the 
property, significant landmarks,
points of interest, access & 
egress issues such as weight/
width/height restrictions, any 
overhead obstructions which
might affect helicopter 
attendance, environmental 
factors such as fords etc. “If you 
are hard to find, it may be 
quicker for someone to come 
and meet us”.

See how to obtain your grid reference on next

ruralcrime@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk

If you require specific
information or advice on
rural policing matters then
Nottinghamshire Police have
a dedicated email address
that you can contact them
on, BUT please bear in mind
this email address is not
intended for reporting crimes
or incidents and must not be
used in an emergency.

To contact Nottinghamshire Police please email:
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and other useful names and addresses
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Your local fire station is

Next of kin name and number

Grid reference
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Enter your 12 figure grid reference on 
the “Making an Emergency Call” page 
at the beginning of this handbook.

For more rural fire safety visit www.notts-fire.gov.uk
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To increase our awareness of
potential risk premises/sites within
our communities. Nottinghamshire
Fire and Rescue Service crews and
prevention teams carry out site
specific risk inspections of which
the data collected is recorded and
speedily accessible to crews when
on station and mobile at incidents.

Incidents on farms have often been
complicated to resolve due to poor
water supplies and various industry
related hazards. Through
engagement with our community’s
crews gather information on site
and carry out Arson Reduction
Checklists whilst offering advice.

This awareness of hazards on site
will not only give crews immediate
risk information when dealing with
an incident but can also be used to
reduce risks and hazards by way 
of operational or fires safety advice.
Having this information beforehand
is crucial to preventing everyday
incidents.

For more rural fire safety visit www.notts-fire.gov.uk
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Storage of fertilisers should 
be notified to the fire service 
at the earliest opportunity in 
the event of an incident. 

prevent
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Is there a history of vandalism or fire setting in the area or
around the farm?
Is there a trespass problem?

Is hay and straw removed from the field as soon as 
possible after harvesting?
Is hay and straw stored stored seperatley from other farm
buildings particularly those housing fuels, agrochemicals
and machinery?
Is hay and straw stored in stacks of reasonable size spaced
at least 10m apart and away from public footpaths?
Is hay and straw stored seperatley from livestock housing?

Are petrol, diesel and other fuels stored in secure areas?
Are fuel storage tank outlets padlocked?
Are fertilisers and pesticides kept under lock and key?
Is the security of all farm buildings maintained at all times?
Is security lighting provided?
Are the farm buildings fitted with fully operational intruder
alarm with a monitored link to an alarm receiving station?

Are all unoccupied areas regularly checked to ensure they
are safe and secure and that there is no necessary
accumilation of combustible materials?
Are smoke detectors present and working?
Is a Home Safety Check required at this property?
Where are stacks located?
What is the availablility and location of water for potential
firefighting measures?

Signal Crime Information

Storage

Yes No

Security

Fire Safety Management



Check that the tractor/tanker is 
in good repair, and that brakes 
and tyres are in good condition.  
If the equipment has to be 
positioned above the tank make 
sure the slats can take the weight, 
particularly if using new, heavier 
machinery.

Think about ensuring all 
openings are covered to prevent 
a fall into the slurry tank.
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The location of the Farm/
Incident, try and give as 
much information as 
possible including landmarks.

The type of incident i.e. 
fire, entrapment or
environmental (spillage).

The number of persons
 involved and their injuries.
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The Order requires a Fire
Safety Risk Assessment to be
carried out. This should
ensure preventative and
protective measures are
carried out to identify hazards 
and minimise the potential 
for fire.

For more rural fire safety visit www.notts-fire.gov.uk
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We attend around 500 Acciental
Dwelling Fires a year in
Nottinghamshire. If you have a
fire at home you should:500

Accidental Dwelling
Fires each year
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There were over 300 cooking related fires in
Nottinghamshire last year. Many were
caused by people getting distracted.
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There are three serious house fires a week
in Nottinghamshire caused by smoking
materials.
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Only buy fireworks
marked BS EN 15947 -
this is the British Standard
that all fireworks should
meet. They must also be
CE marked.

British Standard Kitemark

BS EN 15947
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Each year we
attend around500
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If an emergency 
occurs, tune into
BBC Radio Nottingham
or follow
@NottsFire on Twitter.
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The program has been developed
by the Fire & Rescue Service to
encourage a change in behavior
and mindset of drivers and
passengers towards how they
respect the road.

It uses hard facts and real case
studies and experiences to
encourage participants to get
involved with discussions around
DISTRACTION, SPEEDING,
DRINK & DRUGS and
SEATBELTS.

The concept is to remind and
instill the sense of responsibility
you have as driver and the
influence you have as a
passenger.

The program can be a 1 hour
workshop or a full day where
which also includes input from
our Road Safety Partnership
agencies.

For more rural fire safety visit www.notts-fire.gov.uk

You are almost twice as
likely to be injured in a
collision on Rural roads 

Highest reason for 17-24
male deaths above
anything else.

Drivers aged 17-19 only
make up 1.5% of UK
licence holders, but are
involved in 12% of fatal and
serious crashes.

One in four 18-24 year olds
(23%) crash within two
years of passing their
driving test.

Young driver collisions often
occur at night or weekends
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What are they?

Our on-call firefighters are a
vital part of our Service that
provide fire cover from their
home or place of work. 
Trained to the same high
standards as full-time
firefighters, they get to earn
money by serving their family,
friends and neighbours.

In Nottinghamshire we have 
on-call firefighters based at 16
stations across the county –
with 11 of these stations being
crewed by on-call staff only.

Many of our current on-call
firefighters have a second job.
For example, we employ factory
workers, architects and builders

to name just a few. When called
upon they become a dedicated
team of fully trained, skilled
men and women saving lives in
their own community. 

They are called upon to
respond to a variety of
emergencies, such as house
fires, road traffic collisions,
animal rescues and even
flooding – very often in rural
areas. They also carry out a
variety of fire safety work in
their local communities and get
opportunities to develop new
and existing skills that may help
in other walks of life.

ON-CALL 
FIREFIGHTERS
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ON-CALL 
FIREFIGHTERS

Be 18-years-old or older on
the date that your training
course starts.

Have a good level of all-
round strength and fitness. 

Live or work within a five
minute drive (at normal
road speed) of the fire
station you would like to
work at.

To be an on-call Firefighter to need to

Do you have what it
takes to join our team?

Be able to pass our job
related tests.

Be able to attend a weekly
two hour training session.

For more information, please
take a look at our website

www.notts-fire.gov.uk/nfrs-
careers/yesyoucan 

or pop in to your local station. 
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Your local Doctors

Next of kin name and number

Grid reference
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Severe allergic reaction

If there is any doubt
about the severity of the
patient’s condition and
whether or not you need
to ring for an
ambulance, have a look
at the following
examples of medical
emergencies. These
emergencies are ones
that require an urgent
response from an
ambulance.

           



For more information visit www.emas.nhs.uk

If a person is unconscious but is breathing 
and has no life-threatening conditions, 
they should be placed in the recovery position.

Putting someone in the recovery position will 
ensure their airway remains clear and open.
It also ensures that any vomit or fluid will not
cause them to choke.
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This section may well 
be covered by the
‘Message in a bottle’ 
but could also include
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There are a number
of things you can do
to assist the
ambulance service
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Your Police Station is

Next of kin name and number

Grid reference
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There are a number of ways that you can report a crime to 
Nottinghamshire Constabulary;

Always call 999 if the crime is being committed now, the
offender is nearby, or if you or other people are injured 
or in danger.

An emergency is when:

For non-emergency calls dial 101

Someone is at immediate risk of violence, 
or property is about to be damaged

The suspect is still present at the scene

A serious offence is in progress

Serious disruption to the public is likely

Very serious crime (e.g. rape, grievous bodily harm)

Someone's life is in danger

report.police.uk

You can also keep informed about what’s
happening in your area by contacting
www.nottinghamshirealert.co.uk

You can report a crime or incident to us 24 hours a day 
online via our website or email:
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Your Details

Name

Address

Postcode

Eastings/Northings

Telephone number

Mobile number

Email address

Incident Details

Date/Time of incident

Location of Incident

Postcode or/and Easting’s/Northings 

Details of incident

Description of offender/vehicles

Direction of travel of offenders

Description of property stolen 
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Plant and agricultural 
machinery are often 
targeted on isolated 
farms as they can be 
easy to steal. 

     

Store

UV mark trailers and quad 
bikes, keeping a list of the 
serial numbers.
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.

NFU Mutual’s web site www.nfumutual.co.uk includes detailed 
advice on security
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Estate and Boundary Security
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Cumbria
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Metal theft may 
include:

.

.
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What can you do to
protect your property?
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Use adequate marking systems 
– tags/ear notching’s etc. 
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Consider alarms for
buildings and perimeter of
your property.

Insure your goods.
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The police service is 
responsible for 
enforcing the law in 
relation to:

Do not approach the suspects, 
and if possible keep out of 
sight. Always ring 999 if it's 
happening now or you're in 
immediate danger; for a non-
emergency call us on 101 or 
report it online.

Illegal trade in endangered 
species.

Killing, injuring, taking, 
disturbing, etc. wild birds.

Taking/possessing/destroying 
wild birds eggs/nest 
disturbance.

Badger persecution.

Killing, injuring, taking, 
disturbing, wild bats.

Illegal trapping/snaring of wild 
animals.

Illegal hunting of wild 
mammals.

Damaging protected sites.

Illegal poisoning of wildlife.

Stealing wild plants.

Illegal hunting and poaching.

If you need to report a 
wildlife crime, try and note 
the following details:

Are the suspects alone 
or in a group?
Are they trespassing?
What equipment do 
they have with them?
Do they have dogs 
with them?
Do they have firearms 
with them?
Where are they going 
– what direction are 
they heading in?
Where have they been 
– what direction have 
they come from?
What do they look like, 
what are they wearing?
Where are their 
vehicles, can you see 
the vehicles?
What make and model 
are the vehicles?
What are the 
registration plates on 
the vehicles?
Is it safe for you to 
photograph the vehicles 
or the suspects?
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Poachers often pursue 
animals such as rabbits, 
deer and species that 
fall under the heading 
of 'game'. Under the 
Game Act 1831, game 
refers to hares, 
pheasants, partridges, 
grouse, heath or moor 
game and black game.

What should I do if I see 
poaching being committed?

Landowners and members of 
the public need to be aware 
that some poachers will be in 
possession of firearms, 
weapons, and dogs and as 
such they must consider their 
own welfare. Crossbows are 
not classed as firearms but it 
is unlawful to kill any bird or 
animal with a bow or crossbow 
under section 5 and 11 of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981. It is also an offence 
under the Firearms Act 1968 to 
enter or be on any land or 
building as a trespasser whilst 
in possession of a firearm 
without reasonable excuse, or 
without lawful authority or 
reasonable excuse to have a 
loaded shotgun or loaded air 
weapon, or any other firearm 
loaded or not together with 
suitable ammunition, in a 
public place. Most poaching 
occurs late in the night or early 
mornings and because of the 
apparent dangers it is not 
advisable for members of the 
public to approach suspected 
poachers. However taking note 
of the location, time, date, 
description and registration 
numbers of vehicles being used 
would assist the police in 
catching the perpetrators.

Poaching
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Most hunts comply with the 
law but if you become aware 
of hunts that pursue live 
animals you should report 
this to the police

It is an offence for a person
to hunt with a dog unless 
exempt. The Hunting Act 
2004 makes it clear that a 
person will be hunting a wild 
mammal with a dog if he 
engages alone or participates 
with others in the pursuit of a 
wild mammal, and a dog is 
employed in that pursuit, 
whether or not in their direct 
control.

.
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It is an offence for any person to:

Precise legislation relating to the 
above can be found within The
Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 which protects all 17 
species of bats and their roosts 
in England, Scotland and Wales. 
Bats may also be protected by 
site safeguard measures, for 
example by virtue of their roost 
site or feeding grounds being 
notified as a Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) or a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

Deliberately capture, injure or 
kill a bat.

Intentionally or recklessly 
disturb a bat in its roost or 
deliberately disturb a group of 
bats.

Damage or destroy a bat 
roosting place (even if bats 
are not occupying the roost at 
the time).

Possess or advertise/sell/
exchange a bat (dead or 
alive) or any part of a bat.

Intentionally or recklessly 
obstruct access to a bat roost.
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Persecution can include:

Badgers and their setts are fully 
protected by the Protection of 
Badgers Act 1992, and anyone 
who takes kills or injures a 
badger, or who interferes with a 
badger sett, can be sent to 
prison or fined.

Baiting. Badger baiting is 
extremely cruel and the 
badgers suffer severe injuries 
before they are killed. The 
dogs are often badly injured 
as well.

Snaring.

Shooting.

Disturbance of setts.
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All wild birds, their eggs, 
nests and chicks, are 
protected by the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981. The 
term "wild bird" effectively 
applies to all native birds 
other than game birds.

The level of protection 
depends whether a bird is 
rare or endangered. Rarer 
species are afforded special 
protection. However, even 
the most common birds are 
still protected.

It is an offence to recklessly
or intentionally disturb a rare 
species at or near its active 
nest or its dependent young. 
The act also makes it an 
offence to intentionally take 
an egg of a wild bird, to 
possess a wild bird's egg 
taken after the implementa -
tion of the 1982 Act, to 
intentionally and recklessly 
disturb a rare species at or 
near a nest with eggs or 
young, to attempt to commit 
an offence under the Act or 
to have items capable of 
being used to commit 
offences.

Crime against any protected 
species includes:

Killing.

Taking from the wild for personal
collection (egg and chick theft). 

Nest disturbance/destruction of 
breeding sites and protected 
habitats.

Poisoning/trapping/shooting.
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Fly Tipping
Rural locations are often
a target for the dumping
of all types of waste
from domestic and
businesses.

These type of crimes are dealt
with by your local Council
Environment Office who will
investigate the offences of this
nature and seek to prosecute
the offenders.

Helpful tips of
evidence

Vehicle Registration

Make, model and colour

Photographs of scene

Photographs of the offender
or vehicle

Beware of hazards don’t go
rooting

ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME
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Fly Grazing
Fly-grazing, or the illegal
placing of horses on
land without permission,
and abandonment, has
been happening in
Nottinghamshire over a
number of years. The
Control of Horses Act
2015 makes changes to
the law to deter people
from illegally grazing or
simply abandoning
horses on public and
private land, which is
known as ‘fly-grazing’. 

The owner of the horse has 96
hours from the time of detention
to collect the horse, failing which
ownership of the horse passes to
the landowner. This is a radical
change in the law. Once the four
days are up the land owner can
either sell or dispose of the horse
in any manner he chooses.  This
could mean the horse being sold
for profit or slaughter or even
destroyed.
The horse owner is liable to the
landowner for any damage the
horse does to his land or
property as well as any expenses
the landowner incurs whilst
detaining or disposing of the
horse.
A landowner detaining a horse
under the Act has a duty to treat
it with reasonable care which
specifically includes providing
adequate food and water and in
any case has a general
obligation to ensure that its
welfare needs are met.
The person detaining the horse
can be liable in damages to the
horse owner if he fails to treat it
with reasonable care.
Local authorities have similar
powers in respect of public land
including common land, town or
village greens and highways or
highway verges.

ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME

Under the 2015 Act 
A landowner who finds a horse
in his field without permission,
whether through straying or
dumping, can insist on keeping
it for 96 hours provided he gives
notice to a police station and
the owner of the horse (if
known) within the first 24 hours.



NRS provides free volunteer
support for farmers, their families
and others in the rural community
who are going through difficult times
that may be leading to anxiety and
stress.

Independent working is often
thought to be a strength but it can
lead to isolation and anxiety. Many
farmers work alone in small one
man businesses with little human
interaction.

Whether business, family, health or
farming issues our caseworkers are
there to listen, help and remain in
contact as long as required. All our
volunteers, whether caseworkers or
Committee members, have some
experience of farming or land based
industries, which allows them to
empathise naturally with farmers,
their families and employees.

We find that being there and
listening can, in itself, allow people
to work towards finding their own
solutions. At other times our
volunteer may suggest a trained
professional to help to resolve a
problem. We work in partnership
with existing agencies such as
LRSN, RABI, and FCN and with
local health care professionals to
provide appropriate
coordinated assistance to farmers.

With Lincolnshire Rural Support
Network, we also fund a State
Registered Nurse who is in our
office during the weekly
Wednesday Livestock Market at
Newark and who provides a free,
confidential and comprehensive
health check for anyone attending
the Market. This offers farmers a
health M.O.T. at their place of work
and meeting.

For more information visit www.nottsruralsupport.org.uk

HELPLINE 0800 138 1710
admin@nottsruralsupport.org.uk
Registered Charity Number: 1175840




